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A. Introduction
Jon Mills

What seems rather obvious to me after our series ofdiscussions, ranging
from terrorism to the environment to various problems in Argentina or
opportunities in Cuba, is the enormous complexity of the future of legal
issues in the Americas, which is what we are all about. If we are going to
address this, it seems one ofthe major issues is how we go about educating
our students, whether they be from Florida, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, or
Costa Rica. It is a challenge to develop not only lawyers, but leaders and
citizens in this complex environment. Our key presentation is by Alejandro
Ogarrio.
Our panel will include, Jessica Parker, who is the president of the
International Law Association at the University of Florida College of Law,
a member of the International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court team,
and in 1998-99, she was a Rotary International Ambassador Scholar,
visiting Ulster, Northern Ireland. Dean Rafael Ballar is Dean of the
University of Costa Rica, which is a partner institution to the University of
Florida and one of the Levin College of Law's major undertakings. He has
a degree in economics and the environment from the University of
Bordeaux. He specializes in environmental law and administrative law and
is a member of the National Academy of Public Law.
Robert Hendry is a University of Florida graduate, is an international
law expert and his firm is Hendry & Stoner in Orlando. He is on the
steering committee of the National Council of District Export. He is the
chairman of the International Law Committee for the Florida Bar. He is a
member of the University of Florida College of Law Advisory Board. He
has authored a book, US. Real Estate and the ForeignInvestor, as well as

a number of other articles.
George Millard is an expert in laundering money and terrorism - not
actually that he launders money and is a terrorist - and also a police chief
and the director of the Metropolitan Institute of Criminology in Sa6 Paulo,
Brazil. Millard is also a professor at the Policy Academy and a visiting
professor at the University of Florida. Our final panelist, who will begin our
session, is Alejandro Ogarrio. He studied law at Escuela Libre de Derecho,
has an LL.M. from Harvard, and is the president of the Mexican Bar
Association. He is a professor at Escuela Libre de Derecho and has truly a
transnational and international perspective on legal education as he has
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taught here at the University of Florida, Escuela Libre, and a number of
other schools in Mexico.
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B. A Transnationaland InternationalPerspective on Legal Education
Alejandro Ogarrio"
During the course of this conference, I had to make a choice. I had to
decide whether to go the easy route or the difficult route. The easy route
was why do I not give my presentation in Spanish and why do I not say
everything in Mexico about why legal education is great. In Mexico, as in
many other countries, you always have the choice of speaking about the
rosy Mexico or speaking about the deep Mexico, the real problems of
Mexico.
President Fox, when he was addressing the IDA meeting in Cancun, was
frank enough to say, "Listen, we've got a problem. And our problem is 40
million Mexicans in Mexico who are absolutely poor, who have no
education, who have very little." I was impressed because when you
address an international audience and say, "I must begin by saying we've
got a little problem which is 40 million poor Mexicans, that is, that we do
have a problem." If we have forty million poor Mexicans, does that mean
that our education system is great? Nobody is going to believe us.

As it was said earlier, you can take the attitude of the politicians and lie
and nobody is going to believe you. Or you can take the frank approach and
say, listen we do have a problem. That is why I decided to be on this
occasion rather critical of legal education in Mexico because as it happens
with the alcoholic, before we can solve our problems, we have to admit it.
We cannot admit that there is a problem in education in Mexico if we do
not face it.
During the campaign of President Fox, he was making all sorts of
promises for the campaign and one of them had to do with education and

* A member of the law firm, Ogarrio Daguerre, in Mexico City, Mexico. He studied at the
Escuela Libre de Derecho and obtained an LL.M. from Harvard Law School and an M.B.A. at the
Universidad de las Americas. He has been a professor at the Escuela Libre de Derecho and several
other law schools in Mexico. He has acted as the representative of Mexico before the U.N.
Commission on International Trade Law. He is a member of the Commission of the External
Advisers to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has acted as president of the Mexican Academy
of Private International and Comparative Law, as well as President of the Mexican Bar
Association. He belongs to several arbitration institutions and has taught arbitration in Mexico.
He is the author of several articles on alternative dispute resolution and has acted as an arbitrator
in many cases managed by the different arbitral institutions worldwide.
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I said, that is really a big issue. Unless Mexico really takes this problem of
education seriously there is very little that can be done in the future.
My approach is going to be rather critical. I could go the other way. I
may touch on it marginally about the positive aspects of education and legal
education in Mexico but I think I would rather go the critical way. I
thought the topic was legal education in the Americas but then I realized
that Loretta Ortiz Ahlf who is the dean of the University Iberoamericana
was here last year speaking of solely legal education. She has invited me to
be a part of her counsel for the law school in the University Iberoamericana,
so I think it would be even better not just to touch on legal education but
really to touch on competence and responsibility and not only on the
school.
We can say that in Mexico, as in many other countries, the standards of
competence for lawyers are far below the professional ideal expected from
society. I do not know if it is true in the United States, but definitely in
Mexico. The standards are very low.
Society expects much more from lawyers than what we have been
providing in the past. Therefore, the challenge is really tremendous. The
challenge is to raise the standards and to reach for those standards.
We should think of the competence of lawyers, not only in terms of
general, technical proficiency. This proficiency that allows a lawyer to
perform effectively is something that can be taught in school, but we have
to really have a more holistic attitude as it was mentioned before. We have
to see lawyers as a whole.
We have to see the profession as an activity which can be perceived by
society in a situation where a lawyer has ethical, moral attributes, and not
only academic and professional excellence. I think the lawyer has to be
perceived by society in a much more balanced way. He has to be perceived
by society as an individual who has a very positive role, not as in many
occasions, as a needed negative aspect.
I believe that the elements of competence should include not only
knowledge, which is of course is very important. Every lawyer must have
great knowledge of the law and of the legal institutions to effectively deal
with legal problems and to be able to recognize them. A lawyer must have
legal skills, of course, in order to be able to advise, to negotiate, to litigate,
to mediate, to do research, but we are convinced that a lawyer must have
character, to be motivated to serve clients effectively and loyally. Most
important, a lawyer must have values and principles to be exercised on a
daily basis.
Last year I was invited by the Mexican Supreme Court Chief Justice to
write an article on a book that he wanted to address to new judges. He
wanted the new judges to know what the lawyers and the legal scholars
https://scholarship.law.ufl.edu/fjil/vol15/iss1/7

4

20021

IN THE
AMERICAS
Mills:LEGAL
LegalEDUCATION
Education
in the
Americas

wanted to give to them as advice. It was interesting because in that book
a lot of the articles had to do with the letter of the law. Very few advised
on applying law as equity, with fairness and with justice. This is something
that perhaps gives us a distortion on the teaching of law in Mexico. It is
easy to teach the letter of the law. But where is justice and where is equity?
It is something that is hidden in the heart of every lawyer, and we must help
the student to find it and to apply it in their everyday endeavors.
Unfortunately, in Mexico, there is little regulation on the integral
competence of lawyers. Therefore, there is a great opportunity in this field.
I would like to take you through the life in school of a lawyer. I will try
to be in this occasion as critical as possible. In Mexico, any person, before
becoming a lawyer, must pass through six years of grade school, three years
of secondary school, three years of prep school, and depending on the
program of the university, either three to five years of law.
In the United States, a student has sixteen years of formal education
before going into law school. In Mexico it is only twelve years. Then
perhaps only three more years, so the background is a little bit weak, to say
the least. If I am going to be critical, I have to admit that education in
Mexico has failed.
There was recently a study from the United Nations that they made a
study on mathematics and on general knowledge. Mexico was ranked very
low on the table. Since the study was made under Mexico's Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI), they put the results under the rug and there was
no communication of this. It was only with the new administration that the
results of this study became public and there was an outrageous response.
Apparently Mexico has spent a tremendous percentage of its government
budget on education, and yet the results are not very good. So we just have
to take notice of this. As I will mention later on, maybe the reason is
because the pay of the professors, public professors in public schools, from
primary schools, secondary schools is extremely low. So we have a
tremendous challenge there to help for education on the very basic years.
It is very difficult to speak in general terms about legal education in
Mexico. Because as a nation, the quality varies very much from one school
to the other. In the Escuela Libre Derecho where I come from for instance,
I say we have a very conservative approach to teaching. Its program
includes subjects such as ethics, private international law, public
international law, philosophy of law, history of law, subjects which really
can round off the curriculum of almost any student. We see that we have
only twelve years of formal education before going into law school. In fact
what happens is that we almost have no college education before going into
law school. So it is the law school that has to take the responsibility of
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rounding up the education with subjects that must bring out the best values
of the student.
In the Escuela Libre, it is perhaps a bit of a joke but it can be also a
tragedy, some of the deans that have known the Escuela Libre Derecho are
envious when they find out that the professors at the Escuela Libre Derecho
do not charge one single cent for their services and this is fine. It is an
honor to be a professor of the Escuela Libre and people consider this really
as a particular call from the dean to join the faculty and this is fine in a way
but it can be dramatic in a different way, especially since the situation is not
much different in other law schools. Professors do have to have a private
practice, in order to survive, in order to have a good standard of living. It
may be very romantic to say that law professors do not charge but in the
long run, it is not going to be very practical. When I became dean of
graduate studies at Escuela Libre Derecho, I tried to change this. I said how
can I go to any professor and invite him to come and teach without any pay
whatsoever. They said, "Alejandro, that's your problem. This is the rule.
You solve it." Believe it or not, ninety-nine percent of the professors I
talked to, agreed to, and in fact they remain teaching at the graduate studies
division without pay. They even come from as far as Gainesville and they
teach following that rule.
The results with Escuela Libre have been good. Why? Because it is a
very conservative school. Because it is very tough on the requirements to
the students and because probably it is the survival of the fittest and in a
market society, the fittest do the best in their jobs. This is very difficult to
support. For the whole of the legal education in Mexico, we do need to
have definitely much better pay for the professors. We have to be proud of
being a professor of law or of any other subject. We have to be proud of
being able to produce legal texts. We have to be proud of being able to
support a family being just a professor of law and not having to do
something else.
I would expect that the task of education in Mexico would also involve
the role of changing the values of students in a very profound way. I think
that it is very important to embed in the minds of students legal ethics and
professional responsibility, not only the facts of law. The Escuela Libre has
tried to teach those values and it would be a good idea if more and more
universities would do the same.
In most of the Mexican law schools, the lecture is still the prevailing
method. I can say that this is very theoretical. It can be changed. It should
be changed. It is changing.
In fact, many of the professors who have gone to the United States to
get degrees get a much more practical approach into the teaching of law.
One would say why is not the case method applied to Mexico? The reason
https://scholarship.law.ufl.edu/fjil/vol15/iss1/7
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again is very simple and I am going to be again quite critical. When the
courts decide on a case it does not necessarily mean that it is the law.
The concept of the rule of law in Mexico is quite different to what you
understand in the United States. So much so that for instance, if our
Mexican Supreme Court rules that a law or an ordinance is unconstitutional
this law is still on the books. The decision of the Mexican Supreme Court
is only applicable to the individual person or company who applied through
an empaneled protection for the constitutionality ofthe law. So we are still
in a situation where the case is solved by our highest tribunal but the law
still remains on the books. So that is why it is difficult to teach the case
method because what is valid is what is on the books and not the
interpretation of our court. We have to change all that.
There has been a proposal to change our laws in a very substantial way
so that if the Mexican Supreme Court rules on the unconstitutionality of
laws, this decision is valid for everybody and not only for the individual. We
seem to be perhaps two hundred years behind your teaching, and are. I am
saying that if our current chief justice obtains this, he will be on the same
status as Chief Justice Marshall who did it two hundred years ago. Perhaps
we are a little late but it is better late than never. I think that we just have
to see things as they are.
The theoretical aspect of the teaching of law is completed with the
practical training of the students. Since the professors have to make a
living, they can teach only very early in morning or late in the afternoon.
That leaves a lot of time for the students to study. But they usually do not
study. They go and join a law firm and they practice as law clerks as young
as the very first year of law school. So this in a way will help them in the
practical aspect of law. But I personally do not think that an eighteen-yearold student is supposed to be working as a law clerk, trying to not only
complete but get more legal education and what is more important,
additional money for his or her support for the legal education. That is also
a fact of life under Mexican law and with Mexican education.
I am very glad to say that in the last years, as probably has been the
same in the United States, women lawyers have grown tremendously. The
population of women in law schools has grown and I would say that there
were three female law students in my class thirty years ago, however
nowadays there are more than fifty percent women students in law faculties.
If there are no more than fifty percent, it is perhaps because of a certain
reverse discrimination in favor of men. The grades and the qualifications of
women are just fantastic.
One thing in legal education in Mexico is that because of this
compressed education, it is not uncommon that very many young, bright
lawyers do obtain and try to go to study in the United States, Europe,
Published by UF Law Scholarship Repository, 2002
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South America to get a master's degree and to get an additional degree. I
think this has helped tremendously on the quality and the qualifications of
some ofthe lawyers working especially for international companies. I think
that this is great and of course in many occasions we have had the
opportunity of sending students from Mexico to the University of Florida
but also to many other schools. It is also very common that after finishing
their LL.M. they apply for jobs in U.S. law firms in order to have more
practice. I think that this has been very beneficial.
Since I do not want to extend myself and I would like to speak of
competence, not only of legal training, I must say that after finishing their
legal career, all that is required in order to practice law is to present an
examination and to get a certificate from the government. But in Mexico,
there is no obligation to pass a bar exam and it is not even necessary to
belong to a bar in order to practice law in Mexico. This of course creates
a lot of deficiencies.
There is a certain group of people who will practice law in a very fine
way but if you do not have the control ofthe bar, both for the discipline, for
the continuing education, and for the analysis of the programs in the law
schools, you are going to have a great variety in the quality of the law
school. That is why I think that from a critical point of view things should
change and some sort of certification should be required of lawyers after
they finish their law school. They should comply with a certain number of
hours of continuing legal education and they should be certified as it is the
case in many professions.
The Mexican Bar Association is really proud of having achieved this
continuous legal education. We have several commissions which meet at
least once a month for eleven months a year in order to attack and deal with
the new problems in legislation, criteria, or what have you. They have the
obligation to have at least one seminar every year in order to have this
continuous legal education. So I think that even though it is not mandatory,
the Mexican Bar is great.
I must sadly state that what may be considered as music to the ears of
some lawyers in other parts of the world, this is not necessarily a blessing
of Mexican law. I am referring to the fact that it is seldom seen that a
lawyer is punished. Or held responsible for legal malpractice. This is
something that just does not happen in Mexico. We just need to correct
that, either all Mexican lawyers are angels and very virtuous or we have a
problem there because we have not seen many cases of legal malpractice.
We have not seen many cases of lawyers who have lost their authorization
to practice law. Which can only at this point in time be done by the
authority. We need to have a more active bar which legally can have the
legal representation of the profession.
https://scholarship.law.ufl.edu/fjil/vol15/iss1/7
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There was only recently a U.N. report dealing with the judicial system
in Mexico and with the legal profession in Mexico and of course they have
suggested that the powers to regulate and discipline the profession should
be granted to the bar associations. As you can see, Mexico has a long way
to go regarding legal education. Our country voted for change in the 2000
elections, and I firmly believe that we are on the way of substantial and
profound structural changes.
I am confident that a true respect for the rule of law can be reached in
my country. Of course for that purpose an improvement in the legal
education is an absolute necessity. I will finish simply by stating that
cooperation programs like the ones established by the Escuela Libre
Derecho and the University ofFlorida have definitely improved the quality
of legal education in Mexico.
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C. A Dean's Perspective on Legal Education
Jon Mills, Robert R. Hendry,' Jessica Parker,2 Rafael Gonzdlez Ballar,
George H. Millard,Alejandro Ogarrio
JON MILLS:

I will be frank about U.S. law schools briefly. If there are challenges
with law schools in Mexico, Ithink there are certainly challenges with U.S.
law schools, particularly with regard to how we deal with international law
in the education of our students. I issue this panel an opportunity and a
challenge. Pretend you are a dean and you can do a couple of important
things in your college and also, while you are at it, pretend you are a dean
in the United States and pretend you're a dean outside the United States
and see if your answers are different. What should you do to enhance the
capacity of your students in international law as'citizens, as practitioners,
as professionals?
R. HENDRY:
We are moving beyond international law today. We are in a global
practice and that is not because I practice international law. We practice
general U.S. business law like everybody else that does that. We just
happen to have a lot more clients than many that have accents. Sometimes
it is a U.S. accent overseas. Sometimes, and most ofthe time, it is a foreign
accent here. But more and more what the practitioner is faced with is a
company that comes in that will very soon be operating and selling all over
ROBERT

1. A Florida Bar Certified International Lawyer with the Orlando law firm of Hendry,
Stoner, Sawicki & Brown, P.A., and presently serves as Chairman of the Florida District Export
Council, appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce; Steering Committee for the National
Council of District Export Council Chairmen; Member, International Law Certification Committee
of the Florida Bar; Member of the Florida Economic Summit; Enterprise Florida International
Business Development Advisory Committee; member of the Society of International Business
Fellows; Member of the Metropolitan Orlando International Affairs Commission; Chairman of the
Florida Trade Grant Review Panel; Board of Directors of the Florida Association of Volunteer
Agencies for Caribbean Action; and member of the Levin College of Law International Programs
Advisory Committee. He authored the book US. Real EstateandtheForeignInvestorand various

articles in periodicals.
2. An honors student at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. Originally from
Orlando, she graduated magna cum laude from Florida State University in 1999 with a Bachelor
of Arts in Public Relations. She was a 1998-99 Rotary International Ambassadorial Scholar and
studied at the University Ulster in Coleraine, Northern Ireland. She is currently a member of the
International Commercial Arbitration Moot Court and President of the International Law Society
at the University of Florida.
https://scholarship.law.ufl.edu/fjil/vol15/iss1/7
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the world even if it is very small. There is a sea change. It is not just a little
change; it is a sea change that comes from communications improvements
and the Internet is a cliche almost at this point. But that has been the
catalyst.
Things move much faster. Okay, so now the law school is training the
lawyer to operate in that milieu ofvery, very difficult issues onjurisdiction.
A lot more than we have faced in the past. So I think the jurisdictional
issues in regard to globalization ofbusiness and globalization ofthe practice
to a large degree - because even the divorce lawyers are running into
globalization - you cannot get much more domestic than that.
I would say that we would need to face a few courses that would be
totally new. We would need to face several subject matters that need to be
integrated into the other traditional courses in the school. For instance, I
would not want to see anybody in a law school where I was a dean teaching
contracts without getting into the Convention on International Sale of
Goods (CISG), and other treaties and international agreements that affect
goods because so many of the companies that are going to be coming in to
talk to this person when they start practicing law are going to be global and
they are going to be confronted with that. Then, I think there is one more
thing and this is the "toughie." It is tough in Florida because the Florida Bar
has already staked out a major claim. That is continuing legal education.
This area ofthe world, the law practice, is changing almost as fast as the
technologies that we are having to face. The lawyers who are out there
practicing need the quality of upgraded education that the law schools can
perform and so continuing legal education; which I recognize is difficult,
more difficult for the schools to get involved in where the bar has already
gotten heavily involved and there is a lot of money involved for the bar. If
I was the dean of a law school in another country, say Mexico, I would be
facing those same things. But frankly, many of them do a better job of
internationalization of their curriculum already. I would push the
globalization issues.
In both schools, the other thing I would be pushing would be intellectual
property because that is what is happening. I think somebody counted a
multi-media presentation would take fifteen hundred separate licenses if you
had to go out and get every one of the licenses to do it. Most of them are
already there in the computer or wherever. But so there is this huge activity
out there. I have seen that some of the schools throughout this hemisphere
have paid a lot of attention to American intellectual property and I think if
I were at one that did not, I would. That would be an interesting thing.

Published by UF Law Scholarship Repository, 2002

11

JOURNAL OF Law,
INTER7ATIONAL
Florida JournalFLORIDA
of International
Vol. 15, LAW[
Iss. 1 [2002], Art. 7

[Vol. 15

JESSICA PARKER:

We need to focus a lot on the substantive issues that are taught at the
University of Florida to try to increase the knowledge of students of
international law. I think it is a safe assumption to say that students in my
class, beyond my class, even a couple of classes before me, will deal in
some aspect of international law at some point in their legal careers. Where
better to introduce them to these subjects than in law school?
In addition to being able to be better advocates, we teach the
substantive portion of international law. I think that gaining experience in
the international arena also helps law students to become better advocates
in the future because they see legal issues in the United States from a
different perspective. International experience abroad, be it study abroad or
an internship abroad, would help a lot to open U.S. law students' eyes to
the way that the rest of the world sees issues. I believe that that is very
important in being able to address our clients and the problems of our
clients a little bit better.
RAFAEL GONZALEZ BALLAR:

I would say that Costa Rica, at least until recently, has had it very easy.
Costa Rica has a tradition of signing every treaty that falls into the hands
of the government. That tradition has our school in a practical situation of
putting international law studies in our program. Recently we have had a
change two years ago and this has always been something very important
in our law school. But what we have been doing also is signing a lot of
programs like the one we have with the University of Florida school of law.
That has given a group of our students the possibility of having the
international approach of having issues and having those issues discussed,
not only in the Costa Rican way, but also in the common law way and with
the other groups of students that we have had in our university. So I think
this has been very, very important.
The other thing is that reality is pushing our legal system to change a
lot. We have had the approach of a common law system, as the United
States has been having the other side of our system. This has given us the
approach of changing the way of reasoning and of having that common law
approach concerning also treaties.
I think reality is pushing and as somebody said here, globalization is
pushing, reality is pushing to change those programs, to change the
reasoning and also private law firms have initiated a lot of requests of the
dean and the government, saying that they need the international approach.
But I think that the international way of globalization is going to put our
universities in a perspective of putting in those international programs. I
think the United States is going to have to also do this.

https://scholarship.law.ufl.edu/fjil/vol15/iss1/7
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H. MILLARD:
I would say that basically our problem is not related to the international
business of law. We would like to have a better education and better
prepared lawyers, and I think that the bar examinations that are put in
Brazil are set. Now just maybe one of the best things that could happen
because we are selecting and giving the opportunity to those who really
deserve it. So they are being harder and harder each year.
The students will understand during the school years that they have to
face a very difficult exam in order to have a profession. It is not only going
to law school and this is not a guarantee of a profession. You have to
dedicate yourself a lot.
The second issue, I would say from the international perspective, is that
there is a language barrier always. This is probably the worst problem that
could be faced because it is a difficulty, the problems in communications.
It is not only the differences that exist in the systems, our law system and
the common law are completely different. First of all, I think that
comparative law should be an issue. Try to understand what people are
doing abroad. This is probably the beginning of opening your eyes for what
is happening in other countries.
GEORGE

JON MILLS:

Before I pass it to you, I would say I will try to respond to that
question. I think that I would have law schools for the United States have
a mandatory course in international law. We do not have that now. This
should probably include a component ofprofessionalism on an international
basis because professionalism on an international basis is going to be very
challenging because it is evolving. Number two, I would require either
overseas study or a foreign language. If I were dean of another law school,
I think I would require common law study with professionalism and
overseas study in a foreign language.
ALEJANDRO OGARRIO:

If I was dean of the law school that really needed the money to pay
professors and the programs, I would fight very hard to get as much tax
money and tax relief for the taxpayer in any sort of education. It is, I am
convinced that whatever the government cannot do efficiently, they should
at least allow the private sector to do it through tax support so that is my
insistence. I think that we cannot allow our children to get an education by
somebody who cannot make a decent living out of the teaching of
education.
Secondly, the international perspective is the same as with Brazil, life is
just pushing us into the internationalization. So that it is not really a good
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thing or anything that we can feel very proud of having courses on
international business transactions, international taxation, international
trade, etc. We either put them on our curriculum or we are at a tremendous
disadvantage when dealing with our commercial partners.
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D. Questions and Answers
JON MILLS:

What do you look for when you seek to hire an international lawyer?
ROBERT R. HENDRY:

Somebody who is going to work in international law needs some
language skills. I personally ended up studying Russian instead of Spanish
because I would have had to take a grade level higher than I was ready for
when I was at the University of Florida. Russian has not been very much
help in that regard. I can speak English in a whole lot of different
languages. And several other languages to just find my way around.
The course I took at the University of Florida was in the political
science department because that is the only one that we had at the time. I
did that before I got in law school. I would want them to have as much in
the areas of conflicts and comparative law as possible, because you are
dealing in some of those issues regularly.
I would prefer some time abroad. It could be balanced out by some
other things, including language, but I think time abroad is important. The
proof of that is that I encouraged my daughter to go study in Germany. She
was lucky enough to get a scholarship to do that. But I encourage that. She
is not a lawyer but she is going to be in international business. I thought
that that was essential. I think it is helpful for a lawyer that is going to be
in the international area.
JON MILLS:

Having been at the law school for a while and traveled, what do you as
a student suggest that law schools could do better for you?
JESSICA PARKER:

I do know that a big problem for law students is making the choice
between an international study abroad experience or gainful employment.
Unfortunately, a lot of times on resumes, employers want to see the
employment and not the study abroad. Depending on what area of the
country you want to go, you might not have that as an option. If the law
firm does not put that kind of focus on study abroad, students realize that
their choice between study abroad and working during the summer is not
really a choice at all. If we could develop some sort of program where
through the university, students could have internship abroad with perhaps
a U.S. law firm overseas, they could have the best of both worlds. Students
would have an impressive-looking resume, at the same time as having the
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international experience. I think that is definitely a program we should try
to look into.
JON MILLS:

One of the comparisons is the comparison of the summer program
versus the true exchange program. In other words, rather than sending our
students there for eight weeks, sending our students there for a full
semester and giving them credit that should be accorded. Do you have any
feelings about what would work better for you or your students or are you
interested in that kind of thing?
RAFAEL GONZALEZ BALLAR:

We do have an obligated course in international law. At least in Costa
Rica, a whole year of international law - Private law and public law. The
approach that is better is to be there in a country and to share different
languages, a different approach from teachers, and also from the other
students which they could share within that country. I think that if you do
that within your own country, it is not the same thing. If they come here,
they see reality, they are taken to places, and I think that is not only
teaching, it is the approach of the students. Students have to see for
themselves some of the problems they have, and some of the approaches
that teachers give them at that moment abroad.
JON MILLS:

I think one of the things that we have learned is that the students learn
from each other a great deal. At least in terms of our experience, our LL.M.
students that interact with our other students teach each other a great deal.
So one of the criticisms of summer programs is if they are very short
periods of time, you just ship a bunch of your students there, who talk to
just each other, and they get an interesting experience, but they are not
really compelled. They are not there for either long enough or they are not
there to integrate enough so they learn more. Actually, the Costa Rican
program is better than that because that program has a language component
in the morning and the actual students include students from the University
of Costa Rica. But that is different than some summer programs. So they
are subject to real criticism. Do you have any?
H. MILLARD:
Yes, I would say if I had to start again, as a student, I would go for a
masters degree in comparative law in a country just where I could have my
language skills. It could be in Spanish, French, Italian, or German. I think
that this definitely would broaden the horizons and bring much more
GEORGE
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comprehension of the international environment. I would then come back
to my own country, and try to understand what is going on there.
JON MILLS:

What is interesting is that the comment by Jessica is really critical
because if what you are doing is of value to such a small number of firms
at the moment, then it is hard to make yourself do that. Even if that is in
your area of interest, because you realize there may be five firms in Florida
that will really get excited about that, as opposed to whether you have
spent the summer interning at a firm doing a broad range of things because
perhaps what they first expect you to do is just work for them.
ALEJANDRO OGARRIO:

I think that we have to differentiate between the ideal and the possible.
From a Mexican point of view, our ideal candidate to be hired in an
international law firm is the person who finished law, preferably in a private
law school, who then went to get an LL.M. in an American university. The
student then who worked for two years with a law firm in New York. That
is the ideal. Not too many people can do that. Even a person who spent up
to eight weeks in the United States, England, Costa Rica, or in Brazil, is
somebody who had been exposed to an international experience and I think
that we should not minimize programs of international law abroad because
of their small periods of time. Whatever little experience a student is
exposed to is absolutely fantastic. So much so that we realize in Mexico
that not everybody can do the ideal. So many graduate courses in schools
like the Iberoamericana, Escuela Libre Derecho, try to compensate for this
lack of visibility of many students who would like to have some exposure
abroad but who cannot afford it. That is why the possibility of bringing
professors to give orientation courses in American law or teach
international business transactions or international trade is so favorable.
Anything that can be done to foster international law teaching is good.
JON MILLS:

I would think students would support this. It is more effective to have
you talk to them about Mexican law, than to have one of our professors
talk to them. The fact that we have an ongoing exchange of people from
other countries brings a touch of not only reality, but some substance-based
distinctions.
ROBERT R. HENDRY:

In the two scenarios you were asking about, I think the one of a
semester overseas solves the problem of having to intern if they are going
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to go with a large firm. That is what the large firms all tell us. If they do not
intern there, they do not have a very good shot at getting the job. If they go

overseas in the summertime, they cannot intern with the firm. So if they
went overseas for a semester, then they could intern.
JON MILLS:

We have to be skillful enough to design courses and exchange programs
that will allow our students to get full credit for a semester somewhere else,
and to allow students from another college to come here and get full credit.
GEORGE H. MILLARD:

Sometimes you cannot have a whole number of students going some
place. On the other hand, you can bring professors from outside. They can
deliver a message for a large number of students. I think that we have to try
to establish a balance between going abroad and sending a professor

abroad.
JON MILLS:

We had forty-five members of the International Law Society last year.
Now there are 120. Who knows whether that is because of a gestalt, seeing
the terrorist activities, or whether there is a general acknowledgment that
this is the world. That the world is smaller, and if you are going to practice
law, it is going to be unavoidable.
QUESTION:

I am an international law LL.M. student. What I would like to share is
a couple of facts about the international law training that Brazilian students

have in Brazil. From my experience, we are still very deficient as far as
international law is concerned. I came here to learn about international law,
and I could say that about ninety percent of our LL.M. here was very new
to me. Because in law school in Brazil, we learned the general education,
but we did not get to specifics. I think professors are not sufficiently
prepared. So what I wanted to say is that I believe that the same successful
program that Florida has with Poland, they have a Poland-Florida Institute.
Professors go to Poland to teach. Polish professors come here. I think it is
very interesting. I wish that the law school would have something like that
for Brazil, especially because we are in Florida. The major partner in Latin
America for Florida products is Brazil. It would be beneficial for both sides.
There is a need in Brazilian universities to have people that come here and
have this kind of training. I have to go back to Brazil and bring this
knowledge and bring this experience. I think that it is very important. I can
only hope that Florida is going to allow us to do something like that. The
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other thing is that I think a lot of LL.M. students, and I am seeing this
through my glasses, through my perspective, is that we are having a lot of
trouble obtaining training after we graduate in American law firms. Career
services in our school is not doing much for us. From my group of LL.Ms.
who graduated, we were twenty lawyers from abroad. Only two of us
stayed in the states, trying still to get a job and trying to get some training
because we believe this is very important when we go back to our
countries. I really think that the law school should really help us more in
placing us in the job market, even though I know it is very hard, since we
are very limited as far as our competitiveness. Major law firms, usually
check to see if we can be licensed, and we usually cannot be licensed. As
some of the panelists were saying, we have the language and international
experience. It would be interesting to have those people that were here with
me, for example, working in law firms and contributing with this
international experience. It would be good for both sides. Thank you.
JON MILLS:

The comment about career services is a very legitimate comment, and
we are learning in that area as well. One of the issues is also licensing to
practice. We have begun to have that discussion. Frankly, we have had it
a little bit here. For example, in New York and California, you can take the
bar and you can practice law after you have an LL.M. You cannot do that
in Florida. So here Florida claims to be an international state. The statement
is exactly accurate. These are some extraordinarily talented folks with
multilingual talents who have been trained here and trained elsewhere and

even if they pass the bar, you cannot practice. That is a legal, regulatory
issue that is something we might be able to deal with that would change the
approach of career services radically. It would also change probably the
approach of firms because the attractiveness of somebody who comes from
another country, where their first language is not english and who also has
a proficiency in English that you and others have, have done well here. That

is a very attractive individual in an international setting.
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